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The 43rd congress of the South African Society for Animal Science was hosted by the KwaZulu-Natal branch of the society at Alpine Heath in the Drakensberg. The attendance was 170 delegates resident at Alpine heath and 16 day visitors, with representivity being 44% were black and 33% women.  Of those who attended, 44.7% were from government departments or the ARC, 34.1% from Universities, 17.1% from businesses associated with animal production and 4.1% from NGO’s, retired members, etc.
The theme of the congress was Animal Science in a Changing Environment.  Professor Roland Schulze (Professsor Emeritus, University of KwaZulu-Natal), Prof. Kevin Kirkman of Grassland Science, University of KwaZulu-Natal, and Dr Michiel Scholtz of the Agricultural Research Council at Irene, gave excellent presentations on climate change, the effect of climate change on the grazing environment and adapting our livestock breeding policies to climate change, respectively.  A session on problematic issues with publishing research was held with the Prof. Rob Gous ((Professor Emeritus, University of KwaZulu-Natal) presenting an excellent paper on the research process from planning to data analysis. This was followed by a paper on biometrical tools available to animal scientists by Cathy Stevens, Biometrician with the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Development. Discipline specific issues were discussed in a further session.  Apart from the usual nutrition, breeding, genetics and dairy, beef, sheep and goat industry related sessions, there were sessions on indigenous livestock, equines and ostriches. A total of 79 short papers were presented in 3 concurrent sessions, 39 poster displayed and 8 invited papers presented in plenary sessions.  
The Society had its annual members meeting at the congress.  Awards recognizing excellence within the society were presented at the congress banquet.  A bronze medal for an excellent thesis went to Nadia Swanepoel, the Presidents award to Paul Bevan and the David Uys Trophy for best paper published in the South African Journal of Animal Science in 2008 to Prof. Rob Gous.  The contribution of Prof Norman Casey as chairman of the organizing committee of the World Congress on Animal Production in Cape Town last year was acknowledged and toasted with a glass of champagne.  
All in all, it was a very rewarding experience for the organizing committee.
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