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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON TIIE EFFECT OF GRASSSEED PENETRATION
ON THE GROWTH AI{D CARCASE QUALXTY OF WEAI{ER IAII{BS

P. te Roux

*htopos Resarch Sution, hiwte BaS K 5137, Bulavnp

OBOMMING: SEKERE OBSERVASIES OP DTE I}f\IIJOED VAN GR,ASSAADIIIDR.INGING OP GROET EN KARKAS KWAL]TEIT VAN
SPEENIAMMERS

Rhodesi€ kan gcricflikhidrhrhve in drb ctrr*c vcrdocl mrd wet nou umvel mct dh irrrlilrc re€nnl Db hoa rc€rrelircck
( 760 mrn) het 'n graweld wat hoofraatlil vrt Hyprrhar&-vcld bqtrrn nnru Haaopgon @rtr'utrrs lom voc foi rctcre bt litttc. Db
natrge rednvzlstreek (5fi) to 750 mm) het b gnrvcH vrr ltofnrtlk utt Hetaopgoa @nffitus bcrtr.n. Dic bC ro{hryrlrtreck (25O tot Sfl)
mm) bestaan uit gemengdegrarveld (lkrt l). Al drlc $rctc b bcbo mur onbcboce gpdcoltcr hom in dic oer*pnoqndc tvc rtlclc vq. Gnr

saad ran die rpcsie H. otrtutts drLg dGrn die wl nn wobbpc cn idim h Foot bcvclhodc unvcei, b die krrtr onrntctla. AbrGrr
kan voorkom en alvorens 'n krrtu gqndccl wor4 word db grrndc vcrry&r. enrnFndc vu db hcvcelhdd gnrnde bearudig trn h
karkes nictcmin afgqndccr wcd (Tebel l), er 'n dfoaltc tctolg vrn db vwydaiC nn dc Srlrr&. Uit da rcerltets nn hitndb odersoc&
is dit duidclik dat gragadc grooi vrn hrnncrr ndtlt bclirvlood hot; rler 25 Olrrdrc trt dia vd dourdrlE h.t, hct & drC*re gaftrtocrnmc

van spccnLammenl mct 44% brt dd (Ft. l). Dlt b oot tcrtrd drt db 3nsdc db ufdtpcrotrder ndrli bc&rdocd (FA- 2). I!'b rclb vrn

die're uat dcur grasraadindrinsiry bcrrdcl ir, b bc*rd[ vrnt in db looipron word dic ldo vrrwy& cn kbh lrrtjbr kmlFfuvqd h dic

oindproduk.

SITM*URY

Approxirmtcly 509jof RhodG* b ovcrod by rdd typcr of which HAaoWgon @rrtatlrr cod@ r +nfficllr proportion of tb

ga.i & If shcep other than thc tnrooth qtod indlanour typcf lrt introdu.td h thcr ercra fu F& of tt dtAq ftorr3lr hySrorcoph

actlon, penctrltt the *in and, lf prclcct in rny nun$cr, rny rcndcr thc cucrrs urttrrc3iw rd ceu* fcfifu Tb dtcltput pcrcsntrgg

is elso lowerod, and a carcrsc wlth e gct numbc of gng rocdr nry bc dor4ndcd il crocdwly trid- Tb rehc of thc rkin b eko

sffcctod because of damagc by Fas roodr. Twnty-fhc gns recdr uhich lrve pcoctntcd thc rlin elc ofilfu to ro&c tho drily pin of a

bmb by 44 g csnt from wcnirg h Hrlcfi to rbr;htcr in func.

It is pcrhepc an tmfortrnete frct thltthc mjcity of
the country's dominant grtssc3 hare rbrp, blrbcd Gds
which cling to thc coats of sheep rnd, through hygroccolic
action,penetratc the skin into thc fi6tt. Ar e rcsult thc wool
is not only lowercd in valuc but tho mt b ryoilod for hu-
nlan consumption. Wodcd rhocp do not do wcll in rrcr!
wherr Hetaopogon contfitus cuJtttutcs I mrior FoPor'
tion of thc gradng. Rhodcsir rmy convcoFntty bc dM&d
into thrce rnain rcgion+ (Fig l). Fq e tnorc &tdbd dc'
rcription of thc variour ferndng ucat tho la&r b rcfcrrcd
to a publication by Vincent, Tlrornes & Stephr (196t). TtE
darkly shdcd rcgea in thc rc@mPalr'ring nP SpnGnlly
has a rainfsll of orer 7Q rm rnrnlly rnd, with thc cx.
ccption of srnall araNs, is firidy wpll woodod. Tho mdn
gress species ale tan Hyprhenv intcnninglcd in rosr
localitics with othsr opccicr. Hctaorcon @nttfitt mry
also occur, but especielty in arrar! wbrc thc annrnl rrinfrlt
ap'p'roechos 760 mm.

Orcr thc liehtly sh.dcd rcglo thc ninfdl rnrF
bctwcsn 5fl) and 7@ rrn with itt grctoct oonomtntion
during thc sumnpr months. In tbis well woodcd tc$ur
H*etopogon contortus p,rcdominatcs, but a ocrtein ufitunt
of Hyprrhenb and Emgrostis spp ut ebo prcccnt. TrGG-
lcss areas eko occur in thb rcgon. Thc mlhrdcd portiot

rcprcsents the region with m annual sumrrrcr rrhfall of htt

than 500 mm and drorryhts are conmon- Thc grasscs in

this region conskt rnainly of Eragtostis, Aristi& ud
Cenchrus specics, but Hetoopgon abo occurs where

Fi& | . The high, mdium ard low minfall rqiow of
Rhdesb

tb rrisfrll ir srdftciently lrdh.'ntit
*oodcd.
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Tabh I

Nutnber of wasa down grsdd due to excesive ttmm@ to rernove gmss seds
rcoA SrcrWe C.onmission Afuttobs)*

t Dsta collcctcd boturcon Merch l97l and Augut l972,rnd rupplicd by tlp Chief of Anirnel hodugtion

No reliebh figurer distingubhing bctnesn wool-
bearing rnd smooth-cmted types arc arrrihble, but it rmy
safcly be rceptcd tht thc fomer is in tb ndnority. Thc
number of rhccp downgrrdcd may asEurne a diffcrpnt and
significrnt importrncc wlrn onty the wool$cering tlTos
aro concid€rcd rnd thc nurnbcn dwnandcd src cxprcrlcd
as a porccntage ofthw rbeep [kcty to be effcctcd by gra$
seeds.

In Tabb 2 evidene is edrancod to rhow thlt tb
indipnour t)?6 arc mq? relillrot to grrs rood penc.
hatim than exotic t1rycr ortlpir croi*s. Bleckbd Pcrdan
hmbs had, on avcngF, <xtc grur rcod pcr crrquG er oorl
pored to tho awrrts of 36 fornd on tlp clrcrs! of thc
Dorper+ypc bmbs. Thc skhs of Bhckhad hrsbns witre,
qt averagp ,27 pr cent hcrvilt thrn thc *fu of tb Dorpsr
types and ahhorryh no ec{rnl nrconrrernent of thc thidnrcs
of the skin wEs talrcn, thc skinr of tho Blackhcad Fnirns
were thickcr than tho$ of tlrs Dorper tlpcs, a fect well
known to thc lcather industry.

Wml qwlity md skin funage

In scaronswhpn grars rccdr arc plcotiful, conridenblc
difhculty is cxpcrienccd in rtraring rhcep bccaurc of thc
woody neturc of ths rccd. Bccrrr of tb prcrne of grrsr
seeds thc yeltr of tlp clip irrcdud to uncconodc brcb.
The skins of shcep, generally conddercd to be a valuabh
part of tlp fifth qurtcr, rre rbo drnagcd by thc reds.

Trblc 2

The avaage ntmbq of glzlls sds W otross ed thc
swrsge zrlss of thc sHru at sbtghta of Drpa+ype

and Blockhd Wn ust atd nulc lombs

Average numbcr of gresr
sceds per crrcrsa

Averege rnrss of frerh
skins (kg)

Whcn thc slds arp cured thc gras rccds in thc skin arp re-
moved bavingtiny holcs.Thc dlm4e so crusod considerably
reduocs thc wlrp of th producl (phtc 2).

Thc $ect of Srvls seeds on the gowth and &asing.out
pcentage of lombs

Thc hmbr werr weancd in hrch erch ycrr. Ttris
datc aho coincidcc with thr comilFn€npnt of thc ripcning
of thc gnrs sec&. From birth to werning no intcrfctrne
from gns rcds ir cxperic'ncod, but from wcaning to
rlaqhter in Jrmc, rhccpinfected with grarc rcedrhavca re-
duccd gowth and thoir rnorcrrcnt rrrygcrted cmri&rabb
diroomfo'rt.

Tb following rcletionship was establishd between
growth ratc of hmbr bctwen wcaning and rhughter, rnd
of the nun$er of grrrs reeds on the cilqrs at shughtcr
(Figurs l):-

Urntali Safisbury Buhwayo
Fort

Victoria Total

Nun$er sbughtercd

Nunber down gndod

Pcrcentago down grlded

3427

39

1 ,3

7 026
ry7

7,1

2s 320
763

3p

6 613

36

0,5

4t 986

I 335

3,1

Pttc 2 Fatuing @t d by glrls veds



Y -  44J18  -  2J l5 l l  l o8  x  (R2  =  5 t , 6 t%)

rJ979 t,6gt0 r6a75 2p00. 2,9969
ls Nq drnr Fdr + I

2,1761 2&rn et()10

Fg, 3. The relationship between numbq of gnss-seds found on @rcas and the dressingout Wcentage

Tebh 3

Drzssingout Wcentage and uruv grvdes of eight tnonth old Dorpa-tyry ustmted nule hmbs
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large areas for hay and thcn gra"cd ttrc sheep on these
areas, a pen-fattcncd thc shughter stock during the period
the grass seeds werc troublcsomc. Crossbreeding has also
received atterrtion. Thc indigpnous types are upgraded to
improwd the carcasc but when wool becomes a probhm
ttr sheep are bred back to thc smooth+eted types. All
ttEse mqasurw are of a temporary nature and the only

ponnenent solution to the poblem is a programme of breed-
ing smooth+mted mutton-t1rye sheep.
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Carcasc $adc Super lambr Choice lamb L2 I3 L4

Number of carcases

Dressing out peroentage

3

42
40
42,@

25
4134

3
3e 22

5

3739

fFor delinition of grades soe Rhodesia Govemment Notioe No. 24O of 1972.
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